	Date:Strategy Focus Lesson Plan Sample Template

	Grade/Subject:  8th Reading

	TEKS: FIG 19 (F):  Make connections between and across texts, including other media, and provide textual evidence;
ELPS:  (c) (4) (J):  demonstrate English comprehension and expand reading skills by employing inferential skills such as predicting, making connections between ideas, drawing inferences and conclusions from text and graphic sources, and finding supporting text evidence commensurate with content area needs; (c)(3)(E) share information in cooperative learning interactions.

	Lesson Objective(s): Students will use the strategy of making connections to enhance comprehension.

	Strategy Focus:   Making Connections

	Text:   Mi Madre
Additional Materials:   One copy of story for each student, Making Connections strategy poster, Think-Turn-Talk signs, Making Connections 3-column chart, document camera to display text for class, and flags
Scaffold:  Making Connections 3-column chart

	Vocabulary:   

	Before Reading - FOCUS
 (5 mins.)
	Step 2 (Give the strategy a name):
Today we are going to learn a strategy called Making Connections.
Step 3 (Define the strategy): 
Making a connection is when something in a story reminds us of something in our background knowledge.  Our background knowledge is what we know.  Good readers make connections when listening to or reading a text because it helps them understand and remember the text better.
Step 4 (Give students touchstones):
See this Making Connections strategy poster?  It shows a chain link.  The two links are connected.  This poster helps us to remember that good readers make connections when they read.  Remember, a connection is when something in the text reminds us of something in our background knowledge.
Lesson Explanation:
The text we are going to read is called, Mi Madre.  As we read, I want us to really think about connections we are making to the text that help us understand it more deeply.  I will share some of my connections so you can hear what I am thinking.  You’ll know when I am making connection to the text because I will say to you, “I am making a connection”.    When I say this, you will know that something in the text is reminding me of something in my background knowledge.  We are going to use an organizer to help us see how our connections can help us to better understand the text  (display chart using document camera).  We’ll use the flags to mark the places in the text where we make connections as we read.  I’ll model the connections I make for you and you will have opportunities to share your thinking as well.  After we have finished reading, we will use this 3-column chart to record those connections and how they helped us understand the text more deeply.


	
	Before Reading Behaviors:
· Activate Background Knowledge:
-Mi Madre is a poem that talks about the relationship between the author and the dessert.  The author looks at the dessert as a mother.
-I wonder what type of person the author is. 

	
	Comprehension Purpose Question:   How does imagery help you understand what type of person the speaker is?

	During Reading - INSTRUCTION/ASSESSMENT
(10-20 mins.)
	Step 5 (Think aloud):
· Stop after line 2:  After reading “I say feed me.”  This reminds me of what I can taste, my mom always makes tasty treats.  My connection helps me understand the text because that he speaker maybe a child, because mom's feed their children.  
· Stop after line 4:  After reading “I say tease me.”  This reminds me of when my mom tickles the bottom of my feet to wake me up.  My connection helps me understand the text because that the speaker might be a child because moms play little jokes in order to get their children to wake up in a good mood.  
· Stop after line 6:  After reading “I say frighten me”  With your class make a connection.  With the class, fill out the last column.
· Stop after line 8:  After reading “I say comfort me”  With your class make a connection.  With the class, fill out the last column.
Steps 6 (Engage Students Think-Turn-Talk):

· Stop after line 10:  After reading “ I say heal me”  TTT Think-Turn-Talk.  (Share connections and flag this paragraph.)  Record a connection from the class responses and explain how the connection helped them understand the text.


	After Reading - ASSESSMENT
(5 mins.)










After Reading (5 mins.)
	Check Comprehension Purpose Question:
[bookmark: _GoBack]How does imagery help you understand what type of person the speaker is?  TTT
General Comprehension Discussion:

Strategy Use Discussion:
As we read Mi Madre, I shared several connections I made to the text and you made some connections of your own.  How did making connections help you understand the text better?  Think-Turn-Talk.  What are some specific places in the text where making connections helped you understand the text better?  Think-Turn-Talk.  (Listen in on partner sharing and select students to share out.)

Vocabulary Follow-up:
· Paragraph ____
word definition. The author says:  “sentence it is in”  Why does the author use this word.


	Follow-up Lessons:
Use another text to practice making connections
Notes:
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