	 (
Introducing a Focus Strategy Lesson Plan – 
Biography
)Date: 6th Six Weeks  
	Subject: English
	Grade: 7th

	TEKS: (14)  Writing/Writing Process. Students use elements of the writing process (planning, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing) to compose text. Students are expected to:
(A)  plan a first draft by selecting a genre appropriate for conveying the intended meaning to an audience, determining appropriate topics through a range of strategies (e.g., discussion, background reading, personal interests, interviews), and developing a thesis or controlling idea;
(B)  develop drafts by choosing an appropriate organizational strategy (e.g., sequence of events, cause-effect, compare-contrast) and building on ideas to create a focused, organized, and coherent piece of writing;
(C)  revise drafts to ensure precise word choice and vivid images; consistent point of view; use of simple, compound, and complex sentences; internal and external coherence; and the use of effective transitions after rethinking how well questions of purpose, audience, and genre have been addressed;
(D)  edit drafts for grammar, mechanics, and spelling; and
(E)  revise final draft in response to feedback from peers and teacher and publish written work for appropriate audiences.
 (17)  Writing/Expository and Procedural Texts. Students write expository and procedural or work-related texts to communicate ideas and information to specific audiences for specific purposes. Students are expected to:
ELPS: (C) (4)(I) Demonstrate English comprehension and expand reading skills by employing basic reading skills such as demonstrating understanding of supporting ideas and details in text and graphic sources, summarizing text, and distinguishing main idea from details commensurate with content area needs
5(G) Narrate, describe, and explain in writing

	Lesson Objective(s): Students will choose a famous person to write their biography about.  Students will research their persona in order to familiarize themselves with their character.   Students will compare/contrast their persona in order to make connections. Students will recognize the difference between an autobiography and a biography.   Students will write a Biography with a clearly defined thesis and supporting details.

	Strategy Focus: Research topic and write a biography

	Text: Texas Write Source Skills Book
Additional Materials: Biography Chart, Elmo, to display graphic organizers
Scaffold:  Biography Chart

	Vocabulary: Biography, Writing Process, Organization,  Supporting Details, Word Choice, Sentence Structure,  Peer Editing, Conclusion

	Before Reading 
 (5 mins.)
	Step 2 (Give the strategy a name):  A biography is about someone who accomplished something in history such as a president. Someone else researches the information and writes the biography.   A biography is about the person's life and not about your opinions of the person.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 3 (Define the strategy): When you write a biography, it is important that you state only facts and refrain from giving your opinions on any given topic.  Good writers include specific details about their subject and try to utilize as many resources as possible so that the information is more reliable.

Step 4 (Give students touchstones): Look at the Biography graphic organizer.  You will use this organizer to plan out the sub-topics of your paragraphs.  It will allow you to write your essay in an organized manner.  
Lesson Explanation:  Today you will research and begin to write a Biography on a famous person of your choice.  Be sure to use supporting details.  You will also need to utilize simple, compound, and complex sentences; this ensures the usage of a variety in sentence structure. To help you stay on track today, you will use the Biography graphic organizer.  You can see the organizer has sections for you to follow.   

	
	Before Writing Behaviors:  The student will gather multiple resources, from which information about the character will be derived.  Student will continuously research everything there is to know about his character.
Comprehension Purpose Question: What is a biography?  Why are biographies important?  What kind of information is found in a biography? 

	
	

	During Reading
(10-20 minutes.)
	Step 5 (Think aloud):  Think aloud as you discuss these questions as a class. Encourage students to participate, helping you with detailed language or clarification of information. 
What is a biography?  What is an autobiography? - An autobiography is what people have written about their lives that they want to share with others. 

 Why are biographies important? - Biographies are important because they inform readers about a famous person and their accomplishments.   What kind of information is in a biography? – 
Example:  You need to include the following information in a biography: 
Name of the president.
When he was born and died, if he has died.
When he served as president.
How long he served as president.
What he accomplished in his life before and during the time he served as president.
Think aloud as you write on the board or overhead projector. Encourage students to participate, helping you with detailed language or clarification of information. Explain to the class that they have just assisted you in writing a personal narrative. 
Steps 6 (Engage Students with Think-Turn-Talk questioning):
 Describe the early life of your character. Tell about what kind of person he or she was. What was it about your character that helped him or her to succeed? Did your character know what he or she wanted to become in the future? How did your character prepare for his or her future?
Tell about the work your character did. Tell why his or her contribution was important, why the work was important. Did he or she invent something or teach others? How did he or she change the world? What lasting effects did your character have on the lives of others?
What should we all know about your character? How do we benefit today from him or her? What do you think was the most impressive thing about your character?
Tell how your character has inspired you. In what ways would you like to be him or her?
How to Write a Biography?

The introduction needs to have the main statement, which is called a thesis statement. 
The body needs to include the main points they stated in their thesis statement. Each point needs to be in a separate paragraph.
The conclusion needs to summarize the main points of the biography and end the biography.
If they quote information, they need to use quotation marks and cite their references.
Their first draft may be assigned for homework.

Further Activities:
· Students will write the remainder of this story in pre-planned groups.  They will write their introductions on their own sheet of paper.  
· Once students have completed the writing and have added CPQ answers to their own copy of the graphic organizer, have the groups share out what they wrote.  


	After Reading
(5 minutes.)










After Reading (5 mins.)
	Check Comprehension Purpose Question:  (Small group discussion; share  with whole class)
What is a biography?  Why are biographies important?  What kind of information is found in a biography?  
Strategy Use Discussion:
As we write a biography, how did gathering information from a variety of different sources help you with your writing?

	Other


	Vocabulary Explanation:

The definition for biography is
an essay  about someone who accomplished something in history such as a president. Someone else researches the information and writes the biography.
The definition for topic sentence is 
a sentence in the introduction that tells the reader what the entire piece wil be about, usually listing the important main ideas of the essay as a preview. 

The definition for main idea is 
A broad yet distinct main idea sentence explains what the paragraph with mostly about. Each main idea is supported by a variety of details and examples. 




	Follow-up Lessons:
Edit and revise the biographies with your students, or have students read their work aloud to partners, listening for and suggesting any changes.
Enjoy an afternoon of read-alouds! 
Have students transform essay into a powerpoint presentation, etc.

Notes:
[Type notes here.]




