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Making Inferences & Predictions Lesson
 Plan
 – Cognitive Strategy Routine
)Date:  3rd Six Weeks
	Grade/Subject: 8th Grade/ Reading

	TEKS: Grades 6-8, Figure 19.D make inferences about text and use textual evidence to support understanding,; 9, 10D; 8A;2; 2A, 14 A-E
ELPS: c (4)(G): demonstrate comprehension of increasingly complex English by participating in shared reading, retelling or summarizing material, responding to questions, and taking notes commensurate with content area and grade level needs; c(4)(J) demonstrate English comprehension and expand reading skills by employing inferential skills such as prediction, making connections between ideas, drawing inferences and conclusions from text and graphic sources, and finding supporting text evidence commensurate with content area needs.

	Lesson Objective(s): Students will use the strategy of Making Inferences and Predictions to enhance comprehension of the story Letters from New Orleans

	Strategy Focus: Making Inferences and Predictions

	Text: “Letters of New Orleans ” by Jon Lee Anderson (p. 419, Holt textbook, 8th grade Reading)
Additional Materials: 
Scaffold:  Making Inferences Graphic Organizer, pre-planned groups for completing the graphic organizer

	Vocabulary: vigilantly, flush, fetid, intermittent

	Before Reading 
 (5 minutes)
	Step 2 (Give the strategy a name):  Today we will be working with “Making Inferences and Predictions.”

Step 3 (Define the strategy): When you make an inference, you use clues from the text and your background knowledge to understand what is happening.  Good readers make inferences while reading because it helps them to have a deeper understanding of the text.

Step 4 (Give students touchstones):  Look at the detective on our poster.  He is searching for clues in the text and using his background knowledge to make an inference.  We made inferences yesterday when we tried to figure out to whom the purse belonged.

Lesson Explanation:  Today we will read a short story. As I read, I’m going to show you how good readers make inferences.  If the author tells us the information directly, if it is right in the text and I can touch the words, then I am not making an inference (point to the Support Poster).  But, sometimes, I figure things out on my own because the author doesn’t tell me the information directly.  Instead I use the clues in the text plus my background knowledge to make an inference (point to the Support Poster).  To help me track my thinking today, I will use this Making Inferences Graphic Organizer to show when I am making an inference and when I am not.  You can see the organizer has columns for me to record my thinking.  (Provide a brief explanation of how the organizer is laid out.)  First, I will model for you.  Then, you will do some reading in groups and work with one another to use the organizer to record your thinking.


	
	Before Reading Behaviors:
In the story “Letter from New Orleans,” written by Jon Lee Anderson, Anderson informs readers about the damage Hurricane Katrina caused on August 29, 2005, and creates empathy for the disaster victims. Not only do these victims experience this tragedy but on September 23-24, 2005, Hurricane Rita passed southwest and west of the city, and several levees that had been shored up failed again. It took a few weeks for all of the water to be pumped out of New Orleans. 

Let’s read to see what we can learn about Hurricane Katrina and the victims of New Orleans. 

	
	Comprehension Purpose Question:  How does Lionel Petrie feel about his hometown New Orleans at the end of the story? (state the CPQ for students and post)

	 During Reading
(10-20 mins.)
	Step 5 (Think aloud):
--Stop after reading these lines on p. 419: "Petrie was clearly an organized man: a painter’s ladder was dangling from the railing of the porch, and a clutch of orange life vests hung within reach of a fiberglass canoe that was tethered to the house.” 

I’ve already learned quite a bit of information to help answer my CPQ.  Now I know who Petrie is in the text. He is an African American man in his 60s. His dog and Petrie are on the second-story porch floor. He appears to be an organized man since in the text it states “Petrie was clearly an organized man: a painter’s ladder was dangling from the railing of the porch, and a clutch of orange life vests hung within reach of a fiberglass canoe that was tethered to the house.”

Stop after reading these lines on p. 420: “He said that he intended to wait for them to come back, and for the waters to go down.” 

Here, I learn that Petrie has a family.  They are in a different city.  I can infer that he will not leave his home for safety because he is afraid of getting separated from his family completely.  He would rather wait for them to return and reunite.  From my background knowledge, I know that we should stay put if we were to ever get lost.  In order to get reconnected to his family, he would stay at their house until they return. He knows they are in Baton Rouge, but not the exact place where he can reunite with them.

Stop after reading these lines on p. 420: “…he would pass out and die from the fumes from the water.” 
Here, I learn that in spite of the food Petrie has in stock until his family returns, he might still not make it.  The water has become toxic and if he waits there in his home for more days he will never see his family because he can pass out and die from the fumes in the water.  It is directly stated in the text “it was much likelier that he would pass put and die from the fumes from the water.”

Stop after reading these lines on p. 421: “…The dog followed him.” 

Let me stop here for a moment because I’ve learned some important things.  Despite the fact that Petrie did not want to leave his home in fear of not being reunited with his family again, he said O.K. to Alladio.  I can infer that he knows this is his only chance to get back with his family since Alladio has promised to take him to Baton Rouge where he knows his family left to before Katrina hit.  It is his only chance to be reunited with his family.   I know from Background Knowledge that all the fumes in the water will turn toxic and can get a person sick. There is nothing cleaning the high waters nor are they being drained in other places, so Petrie could be facing death if he stays.  

Steps 6 (Engage Students Think-Turn-Talk):
-- What danger does Mr. Green, his fiancée, and son face if they stay in their home? What are they trying to protect? (p. 423).
Recording will resemble the following:
They will face forced evacuations.  They are trying to avoid looters from entering their home and stealing their belongings. 

-- Why do you think the author include details about Lionel's life and memorable moments in history? (page 425)
Recording will resemble the following:
The author is giving the audience a look of Petrie’s life in New Orleans. From the very beginnings of his career to the family he raised in New Orleans.  The Hurricane destroyed the memories he built with his family. He might not get to see the New Orleans he knows once the waters’ recede. 

· Students will read the remainder of this text in pre-planned groups.  They will record their answers to the CPQ on their own copy of the organizer.  They will only fill in the “My Answers to the CPQ” column.


	After Reading
(5 mins.)










After Reading (5 mins.)
	· Once students have completed the reading and have added CPQ answers to their own copy of the graphic organizer, have the groups share out what they recorded.  As a whole class, determine whether the answer is direct or inferred.  Fill in the remainder of the graphic organizer together.
· Once the organizer has been completed, say, “Now take a moment to reread the whole text to yourself.  Remember our CPQ and all the thinking we just tracked on our graphic organizer.  What do we learn about the Petrie’s hometown New Orleans?  Be ready to share your thinking after you’re done reading.”

Share inferences and decide on a class inference to add to the graphic organizer.  Recording will resemble the following:

Check Comprehension Purpose Question:  How does Lionel Petrie feel about his hometown New Orleans at the end of the story? (State the CPQ for students and post)

General Comprehension Discussion:  What does Petrie reveal to Anderson and Alladio on his way to the Greyhound Bus Station about New Orleans?  (State the CPQ for students and post)

Answer to CPQ:  Petrie felt great disbelief that Hurricane Katrina destroyed his hometown. Evidence: “He doubted, from what he had seen, that much of it could ever be rebuilt.  ‘The first thing I picture is the water I saw when I was coming out,’ he said.”    His New Orleans will always be a memory. 

Strategy Use Discussion:
As we read, “Letter from New Orleans,” I shared some of the inferences I made and you made some inferences too.  How did making inferences help you comprehend this story?


	Other


	Vocabulary Explanation:
Weave the vocabulary explanation into the reading.  Directly teach these words following the vocabulary routine after the reading.
· Vigilantly (p. 419)
·  Means “in a state of alertness; watchfully.”  

· Flush (p. 420) 
Means:  “to redden; next to or closely alongside; to clean by pouring water through something.” In this text, flush means “next to or closely alongside” 

· Fetid: (p.. 421) 
· Means “having an offensive odor.”

· Intermittent: (p. 422): 
· Means “Stopping and starting at intervals.”


	Follow-up Lessons:
This story can be used to examine literary devices used by the author.

Notes:
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