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Strategy Focus Lesson Plan Sample
 Template
: DIS
)Date: 
	Grade/Subject:  8th grade/ELA

	TEKS: 8 Fig. 19 E: summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize text in ways that maintain meaning and logical order within a text and across texts
ELPS: demonstrate English comprehension and expand reading skills by employing basic reading skills such as demonstrating understanding of supporting ideas and details in text and graphic sources, summarizing text, and distinguishing main ideas from details commensurate with content area needs.

	Lesson Objective(s): The students will determine the importance of information in a chunked text and formulate main idea statements. Students will then construct a summary based on the main idea statements.

	Strategy Focus: Determining Importance and Summarizing

	Text: An American Plague: The True and Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793 (Holt p. 955)
Additional Materials: Determining Importance Toolbox Poster, Summary Poster (from Cognitive Strategies packet), document camera
Scaffold: graphic organizer, guiding questions on colored paper laminated, CPQ 

	Vocabulary:  unrelenting, stench, odor, formidable, seizure, toll (bell)

	Before Reading - FOCUS
 (5 mins.)
	Step 1: Refer back to the Anchor Lesson “The Babysitter”, remind students of the hand gesture or the Cognitive Strategy Poster 
Step 2 (Give the strategy a name): 
Today we are going to continue practicing how to determine importance and summarize.
Step 3 (Define the strategy): 
Think back of the story about the babysitter who lost Alex. He came up with a long list of things he wanted to tell the cop to find his brother. But only some of the information was important and had to be shared with the police. This story helped us to realize that focusing on the most important details and summarizing the most important information make it easier for us to understand an informational text. We also found out that in order to summarize a text, we have to determine the topic and the main ideas, and then write the main ideas in our own words. The main ideas we create will later help us write a good summary of the text.
Step 4 (Give students touchstones):
Look at the poster on the board. It reminds us that we are looking for the most important information.  Only the most important information can be part of our summary that we will later create. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lesson Explanation:  Today, we are going to practice determining importance and summarizing by reading a short expository text. We are going to use the tools provided on our DIS Toolbox poster before and during reading.  During reading we are going to pay close attention to the structure of the text and chunk the text to keep track of the main ideas. We will use a descriptive text organizer to record the main ideas and finally create a summary for the passage. So let’s start by previewing the text.


	
	Before Reading Behaviors:
· Scan text and text features (title, background pictures): Based on the title and the picture I can tell that the text talks about a dangerous disease in 1793. The title tells me that the disease is called Yellow Fever and that it was an epidemic. 
· Activate students’ background knowledge.  
Think Turn Talk: What do you know about epidemics? How do they start and why are they so dangerous? (contagious diseases, spreading fast, often caused by a virus, often in countries where conditions are unsanitary or where health care is very poor, latest example is Ebola…)
· Set a purpose for reading:  Since I can tell already by the title that the text is talking about the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793, I wonder how it started and how it affected the population.





	
	Comprehension Purpose Question: 
Which conditions added to the spreading of the epidemic?

	During Reading - INSTRUCTION/ASSESSMENT
(10-20 mins.)
	Step 5 (Think aloud):
· Refer to Guiding Questions on colored paper.
· Identify topic (Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793) and write it in the topic box on the graphic organizer.
· Scanning the first three paragraphs I noticed that the word “dead” and related words like “decaying” and ”rotten” show up several times; I think I am going to chunk these paragraphs together.
· Rivers around Philadelphia are losing water in the heat and fish are dying.
· There are dead cats everywhere and a large number of mosquitoes and flies.
· There are open sewers flowing through the city streets that have dead animals floating in them and that emit a horrible smell.
· Main Idea Statement:  During the extreme summer heat in Philadelphia in 1793, dead fish and cats as well as open sewers flowing running through the city streets are creating unsanitary living conditions.
· Scan the next three paragraphs. 
After scanning the next three paragraphs I can tell that they describe the area along the Delaware River. 
· A large amount of coffee was  dumped onto the wharf and is now rotting in the heat.
· Philadelphia is the largest city at the time, and the area is very crowded with people working there or running errands.
· Many people are visiting the 415 shops or looking at the goods at the market where animals, vegetables, meats, cheeses and many other things are sold.
· Main Idea Statement: Philadelphia is the biggest city at the time, and public places like the market or shops are very crowded.
· Scanning through the text, I notice that the next 7 paragraphs are dealing with George Washington and politics. I think I am going to chunk them together.
· George Washington is president and Philadelphia the capital of the United States.
· France is at war with several other countries and has asked the United States for help in exchange for them helping the US during the Revolutionary War.
· George Washington does not really want to help and wants to stay neutral.
· Many people and important politicians like Tomas Jefferson disagreed with Washington and were very upset at the president’s refusal to help France.
· Many people discussed this issue in the taverns and coffeehouses.
· Main Idea Statement: In 1793 President George Washington’s decision to not help France in their war against several European nations was not accepted by everybody and was the topic of many discussions.

· Scanning the text again, I notice that the next 7 paragraphs all have something to do with unusual things happening.
· An unusually large number of wild pigeons for sale at the market
· Dr. Rush noticed a series of contagious illnesses that many of his patients had throughout the year.
· Reverend noticed that people were behaving against their religion.
· A sailor in a boarding house died of a fever and seizure and shortly afterwards several other people in the neighborhood died with the same symptoms.
· Main Idea Statement: Several unusual things like many wild pigeons showing up, a series of contagious illnesses, and a series of deaths in the same neighborhood causes apparently by the same disease occurred.

      
Steps 6 (Engage Students Think-Turn-Talk):
· Read the last 2 paragraphs.

· Think Turn Talk: How did Marwais’s singing career start?
· Ask students to share what they discussed with their partner.
· Showed no interest in music as a toddler
· Climbed a tree when he was six and all of a sudden started to sing with a beautiful voice
· Started practicing with a music teacher that he also lived with and worked for
· End of Taliban regime means that he can sing and show his talent openly
· SAY: Let’s decide which of the information you recorded is important and what we can actually cross out. It looks like we don’t really need the last item because we already know that he performs at weddings in front of an audience. 
· Main idea statement: While Marwais showed no interest in music as a toddler, he started to sing all of a sudden at the age of six, and from there on was taught by a music teacher.
· Read paragraphs 7-9
Think Turn Talk: What are the challenges Marwais had to deal with?
· Singing until 3 AM
· Going to a school without doors and windows
· Not going to be able to sing at weddings for both men and women after he turns 15
· Has to compete with other singers but he is still considered the best and even won a contest.
              Main Idea Statement: Despite having to go to school in the morning, Marwais and his band are 
              booked to play every night, which is proof that Marvais is the best boy singer in Kabul. 





     







	After Reading - ASSESSMENT
(5 mins.)










After Reading (5 mins.)
	· Think Turn Talk: How did the population of Philadelphia react to these unusual events?
· People and government went about their usual business
· No one noticed that there were more people dying than usual.
· Main Idea Statement: Neither the government not the population of Philadelphia noticed that more people than usual were dying.

               

Create a summary out of main idea statements. Tell students that the summary does not have to present the main idea statements in chronological order. It is important that it flows and that all the important ideas are incorporated. There is not really a “beginning – middle- end” pattern in STAAR answer choices for summary questions, which often confuses students because they are so used to it.

Check Comprehension Purpose Question:
Which conditions added to the spreading of the epidemic?

General Comprehension Discussion:
What are the weather conditions during the epidemic?
Why did the author include the information about George Washington and his refusal to support France?
Strategy Use Discussion:
How did the strategy of Determining Importance and Summarizing help us understand the text better?

Vocabulary Follow-up:
unrelenting: constant
stench: strong bad smell
odor: smell
formidable: frightening
seizure: a person’s body shaking fast and uncontrollably
toll (bell): ring



	Follow-up Lessons: Practice how to determine importance using the DIS Toolbox with another passage. 


Notes:
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