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Epsilen (www.epsilen.com) is a website available through Project Share that provides 
an integrated environment for online learning. On Epsilen: 

Instructors can set up groups and courses. 

Participants can join groups and take the courses they need. 

All site users can interact through e-mail, forums, blogs, course chats, and wikis. 


The Epsilen experience-referred to as the Epsilen Environment-is built around 
three main components: 

eLearning 
ePortfolios 
Networking 

The Epsiien eLearning system includes course-management tools that make it easy 
to create syllabi and lesson plans and to enhance them with multimedia, videos, 
and Internet links. As a bonus, Project Share educators have access to more than 150 
years of New York Times archives through the New York Times Knowledge Network 
Repository. Educators also have access to other repositories, such as McDonald 
Observatory's StarDate, NASA Education, and PBS Digital Learning Library. 

Collaboration and interactivity.lnstructors and participants are given numerous 
ways to keep in touch and work together: 

Epsilen e-mail .. -, Course chats 
~ ·-i 


Calendars ~ Blogs 


... Forums : \~ Wikis 

Post-It messages 

(A wiki, from the Hawaiian word for quick, is a collaborative, easily editable document 
to which members of a group contribute knowledge and expertise. The online refer­
ence work Wikipedia is a well-known example.) 

Participants can use these tools to work on class projects together and to communi­
cate outside of class. 
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Security. While the eLearning system is premised on the idea that transparency and 
openness stimulate learning, security always remains important. Therefore, the Epsilen 
Environment uses "drop boxes" to provide a protected (controlled-access) place for 

instructors to post lesson plans and participants to deposit (upload) assignments. 

In addition, Epsilen members are subject to a Terms of Service agreement and a 
Privacy Policy. Epsilen i6 mindful of considerations of privacy and security when 
educators and students work in online environments. Epsilen is a'iso fuUy aware of 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and Child Online Protection Act 
(COPA) guidelines and adheres to those requirements as Project Share participants 
are invited into and work within the Epsilen environment. 

Assessment. Since a'll learning involves assessment, Epsllen provides instructors 
with many ways to check participants' progress. Virtually every part of the eLearning 
system that can contribute to assessment is linked to an integrated grade book. 

The second component of the Epsilen Environment, ePortfo/ios, is the subject of a 
later-more detailed-section of this guide, so only two points will be made here: 

Epsilen gives its users maximum control over who can view specific parts of 

a portfolio. 

Participants' ePortfolios are theirs for life, even if their sponsoring institutions 

withdraw from Epsilen or if they change careers. 


The online worl.d is a networked world, and Epsilen is no exception. Members can: 

Join existing professional networks (there are currently around 2,000 on Epsilen) 
Start up an unlimited number of new networks and invite people to join them 
Accept invitations to join others' networks 

These networks or groups can be: 

Public (open to all) 

Private 

Invitation only 

Open to invitation requests 


This brief overview provides at most a hint of all that Epsilen offers online learners. 
How wei 'l and to what extent participants utilize these resources is up to them. 

Getting Started in Project Share: A Guide for Texas Educators 
~2011 Texas Education Agency/University ofTexas System 



12 I IV'>" Portal.__ 
Once you log in to Project Share, you will see your My Portal page, The toolbar displays the tools that 
will help you navigate through Project Share to get to your courses, ePortfolios, or groups, 

Groups 
The Groups tool allows 
Epsilen members 10 share 
in/ormalion and collaborale 
in a slruclured environl1lenl, 
Being purl (~la group allows 
you /0 work logelher wilh 
olher Projecl Share melllbers 
on projecls. 

My Networks L-..____ 

U.I'e My Networks 10 create 
lIl/d manage /ists ofcontacls 
lVilhin Ihe Epsilen .Iyslem, 

Share It 
lou can share YOllr work 
lVilh olher Project Share 
members wilh Ihe Share It 
rool, Other IIsers can use 
this 1001 to collaborale on 
Ihe doclllJlents you share, 

Calendar 
The Calendar tool will help 
yo II planfor {/SSi~l1Il1enlS, 
leslS, and personal events. If 
you vie IV your calendar from 
yOl/r My Portal jJage, you 
both your personal events 
lind events from all ofyour 
courses. 

I 

"'-"" 

~' Colfaboratio ... ' " 

G l'OUpS 

I-Iy N e tworks 

C.3lendar 

n ; <! T ra CK'!" 

( lJa nge Security Q /A 

Show/Hide Tools 

Themes 

!" My Portal;·' .' . ,'. 

Manager 

My Portal 

Welcome: fed Ted Ch t 

Selected Gadgets 

Course, =: Group, ~ 

• Your Epsilen ePortf 
the last thirty days. 

have accumulc 

"='­_ ==--...-"---"'---"" a 

. U~e the File Manager tool to save 
al/d organize yourfiles, . ---.!s:: .:..:. .; 

Time 
Tracker 
Time Tracker can be IIsed [0 record the 
time you spend on a course, project, or 
anylhing else you would like [0 measure. 

'. 

Use the Themes tool /0 change the color and 
style ofyour lvJy Portal and ePortfolio pages, 

Gelting Started in Project Share: A Guide for Texas Educalors 
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Gadgets 
Click Personalize Gadgets to add, remove, and position 
Project Share gadgets on your MyPortal page. Gadgets 
include Epsilen Postings, which are short messages or links 
from other Project Share users; the Things I Need to Know 

messages(~ Epsilen, ~ Quick Notes, ..:::. 
System, j Institution) 

olio Web site has had 0 visitors over 

Ited : '_.: Epsilen Points. Learn how to 
nd ~, 

~9 to ,;" Networks. ~:_ new since your last 

-~ 
that match m :V" research interests. 

Courses 

Le arning 

Rubrics 

Courses 
Use this 100110 join a new course 
or see a list 0/courses in which 
you are enrolled. Courses also 
have Iheir own collaboralion and 
communication lools. 

Learning 
Matrix 

ac o 
x a s 

.". gadget, which gives a snapshot summary ofyour Projecl I lO y Out 
Share aClivity; and Ihe Annollncements gadget, which POSIS 
important news and updates 10 your Iltfy Portal page. 

Use Ihis 1001 from Ihe LearningRubrics 
menu to present your ed1lcational 
accomplishmenls in a grid/ormat. 

Tdke N otes 

This tool will help YOli creale 
and manage course rubrics. 

Getting Started in Project Share: A Guide for Texas Educators 
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M)LJ~Portfolio 
Your ePortfolio is a page where you can show off your achievements, awards, and professional development. 
You can also post news about yourself, future school events, or anything happening around the world. 

Contact Info 
U\'e Ihe Conlacl I 1001 10 keep your personal Projeci 

Welcome Notes 
,',fake announcelllell/S on your ePorljolio sile wilh Ihe 
Welcome Noles 1001, 

Pictures/Videos 
Use Ihe Piclures/Videos 1001 10 upload picilires and creale 
links 10 videos in your ePortfolio. This 1001 also leis you 
choose who can see your piclures and images, 

QuickLinks 
The QuickLinks tool leis you share links 10 olher sites wilh 
visilors 10 lIr ePori 

Resume 
Use Ihis 1001 10 manage resumes Ihal you have lIploaded or 

Ihe Resume Wizard. 

Showcase 
The Showcase 1001 leis you display jiles, videos, images, or 
vebsiles Ihal 

Blog 
Use Ihis 1001 10 share ideas and injormalion. 

Access Keys 
Use Ihe Access Keys 10 conlrol permissions/or your 
ePortfolio, contllcl in/ormalion, andfile colleclions 

[Dterests 
Use Ihe Interesls 1001 10 share in/ormalion aboul 

IIrseljandyour academic and career goals, 

Contact Info 

Welcome. Notes 

Pictures / Videos 

Quickltnks 

Resume 

Showea'S.:' 

C e ,-tifica~ions 

PuulicatloflS 

Blog 

Access Keys 

Optiolls 

Interests 

Preview ePortfoli 

My Portal 

Welcome: Ted r, 

rlJy ePortfol 

My ePortfolio is a 
when they ente jA 

The ePortfolio l d 

publish inforrri~tin 

employers 7'3'='=, 
You can al~o s ..~ /t::( 

informai';' uSlnq 

To edi your profe 
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Epsilcn Mail 
Yim can lise the Epsilen k/ailtoolto send and read messages 
from other Project Share llsers YOIt are able to check all of 
your mail from your Aly Portal page, but only messages from 
your studellt when you check your course smail. 

~ol i scti­
!()IJI' Ep 

pl3ce ( 
'1 .-i ~ )CII il 

., , 

I' 

Epsilen f'lc'lil : Inbox (fl 

Use the Epslien Mail tool to . --lJ...l. 
Functionality may be limited by secunty settinGs. 

r· ·· 1 

~ '.'-.: ~I / , -~ ~ ~!l-~ _ - ill Sort By... 

I .~ ~ 11/6/1011 9:11:04 AM Epsilen Milil " , J 8 

_.:.-L ' !!..and view your ' " _. ~ I , .. J , and - ' messaoes. Note: 

!n~utution CQ.urse Grc!dP System A!chrved Sen~ .ll~rt 
t·l~d ~Iall 1-1.,1 H~il 

:t~()ur r·: sear-cil or prof'2sslonal ,nt'21" '2::ts so ct ll,::rs c·Jn ~"-,,j ','OU, .Jflj ':.,:u :J, I ,:::r-t;-ol JCC:SS to c : 
"ccess h: .:>yS. 
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, Help FAQ 

Options 

a=-=­·16 I iV'a n a Qio-9 --=Co---=- =---.;e=---_ _=---= u~rs ___ 
When you begin working in online courses, you can choose Courses from the toolbar on your MyPortal 
page to see a list of your current courses or other courses you can join. 

Syllabus 
The Syllabus tool can provide lesson 
descriptions, important dates, class rules, 
and /row assignments will be graded. 

Announcements 
Read important injormation ahout 
assignments, upcoming deadlines, or events 
with the Announcements too/. 

Members 
The Alemhers 1001 sholVs who is 
in the course. It /ists instructors, 
students. and guests. 

Use the Take Notes tool to record your Take Notesthoughts. Every note you take will be 
saved so you can review it later. 

Grade Book 
Use the Grade Book tool to look at 
assignment and test grades. 

Tests and Quizzes . • Disable Menu.c 
U\'e the Test and Quizzes tool to vie\V lips 
tests and quizzes. You can also review 
scores and manage the dates offuture fA Exit Course 
tests and quizzes. 

Course 

. C 

Welcome Texas Te; 

~ Imtructor 

"iii: 
T~i<hH .5 ... 

) .0 1. 

Help FAQ 
Go to the Help FAQ page to find answers to 
frequently asked questions (FA Qs) . !fyou need 
ditional help, you can click on Help Desk 10 send 
your queslion 10 a Project Share expert. 

Getting Started in Project Share: A Guide for Texas Educators 
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Search for: 

' i Cf:;.':. t 5726 r ' 'J Switch to Course 
, Snare . 

3cher to English Language Arts and Reading lEKS K-2, ELAR K-2 

'". • I - t f 

,rts ... I Number ELAR K-2 

n5'hal'Q. ~ffiliate 

Lesson Sections '--------...... 
The Lessons Sections tell students 
what they will learn in each section 
in the lesson. Click on the name ofa 
lesson section to begin. 

Getting Started 
Welcome! As an educalor. you realize how impOrlant it is for our students 
The U S Deparlment of Educalion also recognizes this imparlance and 

• Disable MenR 
Tips 

"All states and schools will have challenging and clear standards of 
~ Exit Course children and effective strategies ror reac hing Ihose standards." 

a 1001 011. of FlKil"" 

o 

help students learn more 
in each lesson. Some 
courses use this section 
to cite their sources. HelpfAQ 

Title:Texas Standards Overview 
ELAR 1(·2: Module 1: Lesson 1 

rv:ln this introductory ·Iesson, you will find out what the U.S. De 
standards. You will e"Xplore the Rule Text, which is the official 
Texas. You will be introduced to the three important 

G.;ttinq Started 

Stepping In 

Ass.;ssment 

Getting Started 

Getting Started in Project Share: A Guide for Texas Educators 
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My Portal 

You will be provided with a user name and password for your Project Share 
account. When you log in, you will be taken to a webpage in Epsilen labeled My 
Portal. 

As the name suggests, this page is a gateway to all of your connections to 
Epsilen. When you gain access to your porta" be sure to note the tools available 
to you. These tools will be listed on the left-hand menu, or "toolbar;' and may 
include any or all of the following: 

Groups 

This toolbar provides access to all parts of 
Epsilen. It is the main way to navigate to 
anywhere on the site. 

One of the tools in the toolbar is My Network. The 
My Network page displays a row of tabs: 

Added me to SImilar Similar Similar Similar .:Portiolio 
tletwotks reaching into B,e':iearch into C,!!reer int AcaQ~mic i"t. Examr:les 

:-!v Networks 

Share It Visitors to My Corner 
Added me to Networks 

Calendar 
SimilarTeaching Interests 
Similar Research Interests 
Similar Career Interests 
Similar Academic Interests 
ePortfolio Examples 

These tabs show other Epsilen members who 
have visited your page or share similar interests 
of yours. 

-
Getting Started in Project Share: A Guide for Texas Educators 
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sked Questions 


: How do I chonge my password? 

" 	: Follow these steps: 

1. 	 Log in to Epsilen using your Project Share username and password. 

2. 	Select Utilities> Change Password from the left menu of the My Portal 
screen. (The symbol">" means "then dick on:') 

3. 	 Enter your current password. 

4. 	Enter a new password. 

5. 	 Reenter the new password. 

6. 	Select Update to complete changing your password. 

: Can I keep my Epsilen account even after I graduate or leave 
my institution? 

: Each Epsilen user may maintain his or her account after s/he leaves an 
institution. lin these cases, the user will be migrated to the general Epsilen 
environment rather than continuing to be associated with a specific district or 
open enrollment charter. 

Q: How do I use the Nly Networks tool? 

: The My Networks tooil allows you to organize your professional networks 
of colleagues, peers, or those you meet within the Epsilen community. You can 
configure each network to restrict access to your personal contact information 
and file collections. 

To create a new network: 

1. Log in to Epsilen using your Project Share username and password. 

2. 	Select Collaboration> My Networks> Create Network in the left menu of 
the My Portal screen. 

3. Enter a Network Name and set security permissions for your personal 

contact information. 
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