 (
Handout 
4
)Making Inferences Planner                     Title: Gombei and the Wild Ducks
                                                                           
CPQ: What is the topic in this folk tale?
 (
5
)
	P#
	Statement
	
	Text Clues
	Background Knowledge

	
I do
	
Greedy
	· In the text
     (direct)

· In my head (inference)
	“’Gombei’s father had said, ‘It would be too cruel to trap more than one at a time.”





	I know that when I am able to have one and know it would be easy to get more I am tempted to try.

	I do
 
	
Laziness
	· In the text
     (direct)

· In my head (inference)
	“I am growing too old to work so hard.”





	I know when I can have a lot at once, I’ll do it once in a larger quantity than many times and getting one per time.

	We do
 
	
Laziness
	· In the text
     (direct)

· In my head (inference)
	“I could loaf for ninety-nine days without working at all”





	I know if I can do the work in one day, I’d rather do that then work everyday.

	We do
 
	
The Golden Rule
	· In the text
     (direct)

· In my head (inference)
	“He had been trapped like wild animal and soon he would be plucked and eaten.”
	I know if I am put in a situation of getting hurt, I would not want to put someone else through that pain.

	You do
(TTT)
	
	· In the text
     (direct)

· In my head (inference)
	“’now I know how terrible it is for even one wild duck to be trapped and only this morning I was trying to trap a hundred poor birds.  I am a wicked an greedy man,”
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Handout 
4
)Making Inferences Planner                     Title: Gombei and the Wild Ducks
                                                                           
CPQ: What is the theme statement for this folk tale?
 (
5
)
	P#
	Statement
	
	Text Clues
	Background Knowledge

	
I do
	

There is a sufficiency in the world for man's need but not for man's greed.


	· In the text
     (direct)

· In my head (inference)
	“’Gombei’s father had said, ‘It would be too cruel to trap more than one at a time.”





	I know that there are people who serve their plate with to much food and they end up throwing away the rest in the garbage.

	we do
 
	

Laziness may appear attractive, but work gives satisfaction.


	· In the text
     (direct)

· In my head (inference)
	“I am growing too old to work so hard. I could loaf for ninety-nine days without working at all”






	Humans are made to work.  When we get lazy we begin to become sad and depressed.

	we do
 
	
Love other people as you would love yourself.
	· In the text
     (direct)

· In my head (inference)
	
“He had been trapped like wild animal and soon he would be plucked and eaten.”



	I know if I’m not able to understand someone’s pain until I have been put in their place, I begin to understand how they feel.

	you do
	Love other people as you would love yourself.
	· In the text
     (direct)

· In my head (inference)
	“’now I know how terrible it is for even one wild duck to be trapped and only this morning I was trying to trap a hundred poor birds.  I am a wicked an greedy man,”
	I know if I’m not able to understand someone’s pain until I have been put in their place, I begin to understand how they feel.
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He was <o hungey he sieaply had <o find comething o car, for he kad
et even bad breakiast yc:. He swooped dewn to tae marsh and leoked
about hungeily. But as he waddled abeut thinking only of his cmpty
stomach, he suddenly felt a tug at kit leg. He pulled and pulled, but he
could nct get avay. Thea he laoked down, and there wourd around his
leg was the very seme kind of rope trap that he set each diay for the wild
ducs of his marsh.

“I wasn't harming anything. All T wanted was some food,” he cried.

But the man who had set the trap: could nat understand what Gorabei

s trying 10 say,Fie Fad been trapped lie a wild animal and soon b

would be phucked and eaten.

“Ohh-hvh me,” Gombei wailed, “now I know how terrible it i for
even one wild duck to be trapped. and only this momine 1 was trying to|
trep 1 hundred poor birds. [ am a wicked and greedy ma” he choughe,

“and [ deserve 0 be punished fn being so cuuel”

As Gombe wept, the tears trickled down bis body and touched the
tope thar was wound tightly about his leg. The moment they did, a
worderful thirg kappened. The rope that was so sccure uddenly fell
apart and Gombe! was no longer caught in the trap.

“I'm free! I'm free!” Gombe thoured. and this time he wept teazs
ofjoy. "How goad itis to be fiee and alive! How gratefil T am to have
anotker chance,” e cried

As the tears roled down his face, and then his body, another srrange
and marvelous raing happened. First, his feathers began o disappear,
and ther. his bill, and then his tail and his webbed fect. Finally he was
‘ne longer a duck, bt had become 2 human being once mre. . . .

“ P ever again ill T ever trap another living thing,” Gombei vowed
‘when ke reached home safely. Then he wer to his cupboard end
threws ou all his rope traps and burned them into ash.

“Frou this moment c, | shill became a farnee” e said. “T will ll
e soil anl prow tice and wheat and foud for all the living creatuies of
the land” And Gorabei did exactly tha for the res: of his days.

As for the wild ducks, they ceme in ever-increasing numbers, for now
they fouad grain. ard feed instcad of traps laid pon the ice, and they
Inew that i the shekered waters of Gombei’s marsh they would alvrays
be safe.

Close Read
5. Bamine the [osed]
text Whatdocs Gombei
ealize shout hieself and
i plan Explainwhat
has caused the change in
s attitude.

5. Thinkabout the esson
that Gombei has
learned. Choose atopic
from the st velow
and writc astatement
that expresses a theme
of the story. Explain
whether the thems
s directlys:ated or
Implied (suzgested

+ eatment of olhers
+ understanding cthers’
problems
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Part 2 Clues fo Theme As you read this folk tale, use the clues you jus learmed about to help you
uncover the theme. Tha Close Read cussticns wil guide you.

Part 3 Analyze the Literature

Online Extras
LovetUpr heme .
R — Gombel
Lol Up: Pt tages

and the

Level Up: Conflct

Wild Ducks

Japanese fok tale retold by Yoshiko Uchida

Once long ago, in a small village in Japan, there lived 2 man whose Close Read
‘name was Gombei. He lived very close 0 a wooded marsh where wild 1. Which character docs
ducks came each winter to play ir. the water for many lang hours. Even the fifle suggest is
when the wind wos cold and the marsh wavers were rozen, the durks Important tothe story?
< came in great clusters, for they liked Gombei's marsh, and they ofien As you tead, look for

- details that show what
stayedseidezpon theike. this characte i ike and

Just as his father had done before him, Gombei made his living by iow he changcs
trapping the wild ducks with simple loops of rope. Waen 2 duck stepped
inro a loop, Gombei simply pulled the rope tight and the cuck was

% caught, And like his father before him, Gombei never trapped more
s one duck eachs day.

“Alter all, e poor areatues come (o Ure sk tever suspecting Uset
they will be caughe [ Gombeis fazke: hac said. “It would be two cruel w
trep more than orc at a time.”

“And 50 for all the years that Gombei trapped, he never caught more
than one duck a day.

One cold winter morning, however, Gombel wolce up with a dreary
ache in his bores. “T am growing 100 old to work so hard,Jand there

i no reason to continue as my father did for so many years,” he said 2. Reread the[boxed taxt
26 1o himsel £ “IF | czught one hundred ducks all ar once, || conld loaf for ‘What impression do you
ninety-nire days without working at all.” '-:;:fé Gombei? Explain
Gombel wondered why he hadn't done this soorer. “It s a brilliant rablemswith s pin.
idea.” he thought.

The very next moming, he hurried out to the marsh and discavered.

25 thacits waters were frozen. “Very good! A fine day for wapping,” he
e, and quickly L sid « banded waps on e ey surface. The
sun had not yet come up and the sky was full of derk clouds. Gembei
knele behind a tree and chatched the ends cf the hundred rope traps as
he shivered and waiked for the duacks to come.
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Slovily the sky gresw lighter and Gombei could sec seme ducks
flying toward his marsh. He held his breath and warched cagerly as
they swocped down onto the ics. They did not sce his teaps at all and
gabbled noisily 35 they searched for food. One by one as the ducke
stepped into his traps, Gombei tizheened kis hold on the mpes

“Ore—two—hree—" he cauntec, anc in ro time 2t all, he had
ninetynine ducks in his traps. 1'he dzy bad not even dawned and
already his work was done for the next ninety-nine days. Gombei
grinred a: his leverness and thought of the days and weeks aheac.
during which he cculd loaf.

“Ore more,” he said patieatly, “ust one more duck and I vill have a
hundrec.”

™ he last duck, hewever, was the hardest of ll 0 catcis, Gombe
aited aud waitedl, buc sll there was 1o duck . his last aag. Soon:

the sky greve bright for the sun had appearcd a the rim of the wooded
hills, and suddealy a shafe of light scactered a rainbovr of sparkling
calors over the ice. The startled ducks utiered a shrill -y end almaet as
one they fluttered up into the sk, each trailing a length of rope from its
legs.

gGomb:i was se startled by their sudden tlight, he didn’t let ge of the
rapes he held in his hands. Befare he could even call for help, he func
himseIf swocshed uf: in‘a the cold winter sky as the ninery-nine wild
ducks soared upwarc, pulling him along at the end of their traps.

001 one hard began to dip, a litle at first, and thea a lile more.
He was losing his grip on the repes! Slowly Gombei felt the ropes slide
from his numb ingers and finally, he was uaable 1 hold on any longer.
He elosed his eyes tight and murmured a quick praye: as he plunmered
pelluell dovn 1 carth. The wild ducks, nct kuowing what licd
happened, flew o talling it ropes behined ike 1ibbons in the sky.

As Gombei tumbled toward tke ground, however, a very strange
thing began te rake place. First, he spreuted a bill, and then feathers
and wings, and then a tail and webbed feet. By the time he was almost
down to carth, he looked just like the creacures he bad been trying o
trap. Gombei wondered if he were having a bac dream. But no, he was
flying and flaping his wings, and whea he tried to call out, tke only
sound that eame from kim was the call of the wil duck. He had indeed
become a wild cuck himself. Gombei flurtered about franrically, frying
10 think and feel like a duck instcad of a man. Ac last, he decided there
was only one thing to do.

“IfTam to be 2 wild duck, [ must Lve like one.” he thought, and he
headed slowly toward the waters of a marsh he saw glisiening in the sua.

close Read

3. Whathappens to
Gorbei as a result
of his actions?

4. Inlines 69-7, Gombei

setting—amarsh—but
theie s nothing tamiliar
aboul Ue situaton ie's

in. What corfict do you
thinkhes aboutto have?
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