
STAAR Reading Comprehension  

Figure 19 



Figure 19 

What is Figure 19? 

 

Where do I find Figure 19? 

 

How do I use Figure 19? 

 

Why do I use Figure 19? 

 

Where do I use Figure 19? 



How do the TEKS address comprehension? 

Figure 19 

Comprehension Skills 

•Theme & Genre 

•Poetry 

•Drama 

•Fiction 

•Literary Nonfiction 

•Sensory Language 

•Culture & History 

•Expository Text 

•Persuasive Text 

•Procedural Text 













 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 











Item number Reporting 

Category 

Readiness or 

Supporting 

SE Specificity Correct Answer 



STAAR Sample Release: 

Persuasive  

 Which of these sources does Paul use to support 
his argument?  

 

 A  Personal experiences and information from 
a research report  

 B  Facts collected by a library and a university  

 C  Interviews he conducted with family 
members  

 D  Information from a newspaper article titled 
“Just a Play Day”  

(Grade 5) 

Texas Education Agency  Student 

Assessment Division   December 

2011     

22 



STAAR Sample Release: 

Persuasive  

Paul’s main argument is that —  

 

 A  video games have educational value 

 B  young people like video games  

 C  video games help develop skills useful 
in sports  

 D  most young people play video games 
daily  

(Grade 5) 

Texas Education Agency  Student 

Assessment Division   December 

2011     

23 



STAAR Sample Release: Poetry  

 Examples from the newly-assessed genres: 
 

 Which word best describes the feeling that the poet creates in this 
poem?                                                                        A  
Thankfulness  B  Surprise            

   C  Confusion  D  Unhappiness 

(Grade 3) 

 

 The reader can tell that the poem is written in free-verse form 
because it does not have —  

 A  a serious subject  B  plot and conflict           C  a 
rhyming pattern  D  a common theme 

(Grade 4) 

Texas Education Agency  Student 

Assessment Division   December 

2011     

24 



STAAR Sample Release: Poetry  

• Which poetic structure is found in the poem?  

 A  Stanzas    B  Rhythm                  

 C  Use of repetition   D  Short line length  

(Grade 4) 

 

• The poet places the words “no visitors at all” on a line by 

themselves most likely because the words —  

 A  highlight the speaker’s loneliness  

 B  explain why work on the frontier was time-consuming  

 C  describe the speaker’s desire not to be distracted from her 

family  

 D  suggest that pioneers were not friendly or social 

(Grade 6)  

Texas Education Agency  Student 

Assessment Division   December 

2011     

25 



STAAR Sample Release: Drama  

• How does Scene 2 differ from Scene 1?  

 

 A  Scene 2 contains more action.  

 B  Scene 2 takes place in the forest.  

 C  Scene 2 includes more stage directions.  

 D  Scene 2 presents different characters. 

(Grade 5)  

Texas Education Agency  Student 

Assessment Division   December 

2011     

26 





What’s in our backpack?   

(Figure 19) 

Establish 

purposes for 

reading.   

Ask 

questions Monitor and 

adjust 

comprehension 

Make inferences 

Summarize 

Make 

connections 



THE MAP 

 

•The map tells an explorer how to 

get to his destination. 

•Our teaching practices are our 

students’ map to comprehension.   



Teaching the Skills 

• Explicit teaching of each skill 

– What 

– Why 

– When 

– How 

• Practice using all skills in different contexts 

(genres) 

• WE USE THESE SKILLS EVERY TIME 

WE READ! 

 



Reading Process 

Before: 

 Establish Purposes 

 Make inferences  

 Ask questions 

 Make connections 

 

During: 

 Monitor comprehension 

 Ask questions 

 Summarize 

 Make connections 

 Make inferences 

 

After: 

 Ask questions 

 Summarize 

 Make connections 

 Make inferences 

 

Teaching Process 

Preparation:  

 What are you going to do BEFORE the 
reading to help your students to do 
these things. 

What do they need to know about the 
text in order to do these things? 

 

Assistance: 

What are you going to provide or do to 
assist the students in doing these? 

How are you going to model this? 

What do you want them to focus on? 
(TEKS) 

 

Reflection: 

How will the students use these skills 
to evaluate and analyze the text 
and their learning? 

How can you extend the learning? 

Comprehension is a process that teachers can model for 

students through an effective lesson framework.   













Metacognitive 

 Activity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


