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Cognitive 
Strategy Lesson Plan: 
Determining Importance & Summarizing
)Date: 10/25/2014
	Grade: 7th
	Subject: Reading

	TEKS: 7 (10) (A): Evaluate a summary of the original text for accuracy of the main ideas, supporting details, and overall meaning.
7 (10) (C) Use different organizational patterns as guides for summarizing and forming an overview of different kinds of expository text;
19 (E) Summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order within a text and across texts; and
17(D) Writing – Produce a multimedia presentation involving text and graphics using available technology.
	


ELPS: (C) (4)(I) Demonstrate English comprehension and expand reading skills by employing basic reading skills such as demonstrating understanding of supporting ideas and details in text and graphic sources, summarizing text, and distinguishing main idea from details commensurate with content area needs


	Lesson Objective(s): The Students will understand how to use descriptive text structure to help them successfully construct a summary. Students will use knowledge using a descriptive text.

	Strategy Focus: Determining Importance and Summarizing – focus on toolbox (Before reading activities, chunking the text and text structures). Two part lesson. Part 1 focus on Main Ideas only. Part 2 focus on summary

	Text: “Creating a Wiki” (Holt Textbook p. 1044-1045)
Additional Materials: Determining Importance Tools poster, Determining the Importance & Summarizing strategy poster; ELMO to display organizer
Scaffold: Descriptive Text Organizer

	Vocabulary: momentum, magnificently, fourth dimension, ominous

	Before  Reading 
 (5 mins.)
	Step 2 (Give the strategy a name):
Yesterday, we worked with a real-life example of “determining importance and summarizing.” Today we are going to continue our focus on this strategy.
Step 3 (Define the strategy): 
We’ve talked about how hard it is to remember all of the details when we read informational text. To help us, we need to determine importance and summarize. In order to summarize, we need to identify the topic and main ideas, and then put that information together in our own words as briefly as we can. When we do this, we understand and remember the text better.

Step 4 (Give students touchstones):
Look at the Cognitive Strategy Routine poster for Determining Importance and Summarizing. Remember, we want to find the important information, which is what the text is mostly about, and not just pay attention to what I find most interesting. You’ll also know when I am determining importance because I will show you this hand signal. All of my fingers are details, but I want to identify the most important or key information to remember. My thumb indicates that I’ve found the most important information that will help me to form a main idea.

Lesson Explanation:
Today we are going to read a passage called “Creating a Wiki.” To help us determine importance while reading, I’m going to show you some more tools from our tool box. We will think about the text structure and how can I chunk the text in order to help me identify the main ideas.  As I do this, I will use the Descriptive Text Organizer. It has guiding questions which will help me think about the topic, main ideas, and what to include in my summary. Let’s begin our lesson by briefly previewing the text and test questions. 

	
	Before Reading Behaviors:
· Scan the text and notice text features and structures: Think aloud modeling.
· Use background knowledge and make a prediction: Engage students by asking:  What do you think the passage is about from looking at the title? What words are repeated throughout the text?  Does anyone know what “advertising” is?  Can anyone make a prediction as to what you think it will be about? What makes you predict this?
· Set a purpose for reading: Think –aloud using predictions.
· Together, briefly scan the text questions.

	
	Comprehension Purpose Question: How will the steps presented in this passage for creating a wiki help me to develop a strong resource for others to view and use my research?

	During Reading
(10-20 mins.)
	Step 5 (Think aloud):
· Refer to Guiding Questions on the Descriptive Organizer. 
· Identify topic: wikis
· Stop after reading aloud the following section: “Texas Key Traits”
· This paragraph provides me with a bulleted list of tasks which will help me in setting up my wiki. (Record details on organizer under “Important Details” in column 1
· Focus on an interesting topic
· Include group planning documents
· Show proof of collaboration
· Use an appealing design
· Present information effectively
· Stop after reading aloud paragraphs “Texas Key Traits”
· Record on organizer under Main Idea in column 1:
· Several notable traits are common to strong wikis, and which all contribute toward collaboration on a thoroughly researched and effectively presented site.

· Stop after reading aloud the following section: “Set Up the Wiki”
· This paragraph provides me with a bulleted list of tasks which will help me in setting up my wiki. (Record details on organizer under “Important Details” in column 1
· Launch the project
· Assign research tasks
· Select a moderator
· Set up a schedule
· Build your wiki
· Stop after reading aloud paragraphs “Set up the Wiki”
· Record on organizer under Main Idea in column 1:
· Wikis should be created through the use of several tasks which will, once complete, be enough to launch the site and have it running.

Steps 6 (Engage Students Think-Turn-Talk):
· Stop after section: “Develop the Wiki”  
· What are the important details we should record in column 3 on our organizer?  Think-Turn-Talk.  Together, create a main idea for section: “Develop the Wiki.”  (Record the details together with the class under the “details” in column 3.
· Do the research
· Stay in touch with your team
· Create your pages
· Add links
· Go graphic
· Review and revise
· Design your home page
· Invite your teacher and classmates to explore
· What is the main idea of section: “Develop the Wiki” (Record the main idea together with the class under the “main idea” in column 3.
· Once the wiki is off the ground, it should contain the information and design elements necessary for effective communication for visitors at your site.


	After Reading
(5 mins.)










After Reading (5 mins.)
	
Check Comprehension Purpose Question: 
(Small group discussion; share out to whole class) How will the steps presented in this passage for creating a wiki help me to develop a strong resource for others to view and use my research?

General Comprehension Discussion:
What types of things did Briney focus on when putting his review together?  How did his description of the actors’ performances and the momentum of the film contribute to his favorable review?  

Strategy Use Discussion:
What did we do to determine the importance while reading?


	Other


	Vocabulary Explanation:

* Page 159, Paragraph 1, (wiki)
The definition for wiki is …. a website that allows collaborative editing of its content and structure by its users.
Example: “Mrs. Rhodes decided to start a wiki with her 1st period AP Biology class.”

* Page 159, Paragraph 1, (research)
The definition for research is ... the systematic investigation into and study of materials and sources in order to establish facts and reach new conclusions
Example: “The team of archaeologists conducted research at an old schoolhouse nearby Gettysburg.”

* Page 159, Paragraph 2, (moderator)
The definition for moderator is, …a person who monitors the conversations in an on-line chat room for bad language, inappropriate content, etc
Example: “Tyrone volunteered to be the moderator for our geography class’s discussion board.” 

* Page 159, Paragraph 2, (discussion thread)
The definition for discussion thread is … Chain of written ideas or opinions (exchanged among two or more participants in an online discussion) linked in the sequence in which they were written by the participants. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Example: “Jermaine helped the students in our tutorial group learn how to utilize a discussion thread.”





	Possible Follow-up Lesson:  Model how to write a summary using ideas created from today’s lesson.  Then, analyze the text to identify which answer in a STAAR formatted test question about summary most closely matches the summary the class created.  Review the other test questions.  Reinforce how students now have a deeper understanding of the text so that answering all test questions is easier.

Notes:
· Before reading, we would introduce the vocabulary words in a lesson using the TLI Vocabulary Routine (six step process) and accompanying activities

Summary:  Put together summary using the main ideas recorded.

Notes:
Emphasize how the summary was completed utilizing the main ideas, which were recorded based upon the details.  The students must understand this connection between main ideas, details, and summary.
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