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Introduci
ng a Focus Strategy Lesson Plan: Determining Importance and Summarizing
)Date: 3th Six Weeks 2013-2014
	Grade: 7th
	Subject: English 

	TEKS: 7 (10) (A): Evaluate a summary of the original text for accuracy of the main ideas, supporting details, and overall meaning.
7 (10) (C) Use different organizational patterns as guides for summarizing and forming an overview of different kinds of expository text;
[bookmark: _GoBack]19 (E) Summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order within a text and across texts; and
7 (17) A Write a multi-paragraph essay to convey information about a topic
	


ELPS: (C) (4)(I) Demonstrate English comprehension and expand reading skills by employing basic reading skills such as demonstrating understanding of supporting ideas and details in text and graphic sources, summarizing text, and distinguishing main idea from details commensurate with content area needs
5(G) Narrate, describe, and explain in writing 

	Lesson Objective(s): The Students will understand how to use descriptive text structure to help them successfully construct a summary. Students will use knowledge using a descriptive text.

	Strategy Focus: Determining Importance and Summarizing – focus on toolbox (Before reading activities, chunking the text and text structures). Two part lesson. Part 1 focus on Main Ideas only. Part 2 focus on summary

	Text: “Mexico.”  Empowering Writers: The Comprehensive Expository Guide. 
Additional Materials: Determining Importance Tools poster, Determining the Importance & Summarizing strategy poster; ELMO to display organizer
Scaffold: Descriptive Text Organizer

	Vocabulary: descriptive text, topic sentence, main idea, important details 

	Before  Reading 
 (5 mins.)
	Step 2 (Give the strategy a name):
Yesterday, we worked with a real-life example of “determining importance and summarizing.” Today we are going to continue our focus on this strategy.
Step 3 (Define the strategy): 
We’ve talked about how hard it is to remember all of the details when we read informational text. To help us, we need to determine importance and summarize. In order to summarize, we need to identify the topic and main ideas, and then put that information together in our own words as briefly as we can. When we do this, we understand and remember the text better.

Step 4 (Give students touchstones):
Look at the Cognitive Strategy Routine poster for Determining Importance and Summarizing. Remember, we want to find the important information, which is what the text is mostly about, and not just pay attention to what I find most interesting. You’ll also know when I am determining importance because I will show you this hand signal. All of my fingers are details, but I want to identify the most important or key information to remember. My thumb indicates that I’ve found the most important information that will help me to form a main idea.

Lesson Explanation:
Today we are going to read an expository passage. To help us determine importance while reading, I’m going to show you some more tools from our tool box. We will think about the text structure and how can I chunk the text in order to help me identify the main ideas. As I do this, I will use the Descriptive Text Organizer. It has guiding questions which will help me think about the topic, main ideas, and what to include in my summary. Let’s begin our lesson by briefly previewing the text and test questions. 

	
	Before Reading Behaviors:
· Scan the text and notice text features and structures: Think aloud modeling.
· Use background knowledge and make a prediction: Engage students by asking:  What do you think the passage is about from looking at the title? What words are repeated throughout the text?  Does anyone know what “advertising” is?  Can anyone make a prediction as to what you think it will be about? What makes you predict this?
· Set a purpose for reading: Think –aloud using prediction.
· Together, briefly scan the text questions.
Set a purpose for reading: The purpose for reading is to locate the topic sentence and three main ideas in the passage “Mexico” in order to write a concise summary.  


	
	Comprehension Purpose Question: What features or characteristics are important to remember or understand about the topic being described?  

	During Reading
(10-20 mins.)
	Step 5 (Think aloud):
· Refer to Guiding Questions on the Descriptive Organizer. 
· Identify topic: Chinese New Year 
· Stop after reading aloud paragraph 2. 
· This paragraph provides me with information about observing the Chinese calendar during the Chinese New Year. (Record details on organizer under “Important Details” in column 1
· Coastal plains and mountains
· Lush jungles and barren deserts
· The Rio Grande River
· Beaches along the Pacific coast and Gulf of Mexico
· Record on organizer under Main Idea in column 1:
· Beautiful scenery 
· Stop after reading aloud paragraph 3.
· These paragraphs provide me with information about participating in colorful, noisy celebrations during the Chinese New Year. (Record details on organizer under “Important Details” in column 2
· Wolves and coyotes live in the north. 
· Ocelots, jaguars, peccaries, bears, and pumas live in Mexico's forests.
· Seals live along Mexico's coasts. 
· Many types of reptiles live in Mexico.  
· Record on organizer under Main Idea in column 2:
· Exotic wildlife

Steps 6 (Engage Students Think-Turn-Talk):
· Stop after paragraph 4. This paragraph fits together with the rest because it talks about the rich culture of Mexico.  
· What are the important details we should record in column 3 on our organizer?  Think-Turn-Talk.  Together, create a main idea for paragraph 4
Stop after paragraph 4. 
· What are the most important details in paragraph 4 and why? Think-turn-talk.  (Share the important details. Record the important details and the main idea.) Recording should resemble the following:  
 
1. People Speak Spanish as well as Native languages. 
2. Catholic Church 
3. The Mexican people are hard working people who work at mining, farming, fishing, and manufacturing. 
4. Music and dancing 
5. Delicious spicy foods
Life in Mexico is rich in culture and entertainment. 

	After Reading
(5 mins.)










After Reading (5 mins.)
	
Check Comprehension Purpose Question: 
CPQ Question? (Small group discussion; share out to whole class)
What features or characteristics are important to remember or understand about the topic being described?  

General Comprehension Discussion:
The three main features discussed in this essay concern Mexico’s beautiful scenery, exotic wildlife, and fascinating culture. 

Strategy Use Discussion:
What did we do to determine the importance while reading?
We “chunked” the important details together into groups and determined the overall idea or pattern from each group. 


	Other


	Vocabulary Explanation:

The definition for descriptive text is 
an type of expository writing that describes an object, person, place, event or idea by giving specific characteristics or features supported by examples. 

The definition for topic sentence is 
a sentence in the introduction that tells the reader what the entire piece wil be about, usually listing the important main ideas of the essay as a preview. 

The definition for main idea is 
A broad yet distinct main idea sentence explains what the paragraph with mostly about. Each main idea is supported by a variety of details and examples. 

The definition for important detail is 
A specific, concrete piece of information about the main idea that helps the reader visualize the topic. Important details usually consist of facts, anecdotes, examples, and quotes.  



	Follow-up Lessons:  Part 2, modeling how to write a summary using ideas created from today’s lesson.  Then, analyzing the text answers to identify which answer most closely matches the summary the class created.  Review the other test questions.  Reinforce how students now have a deeper understanding of the text so that answering all test questions is easier.

Summary:  Put together summary using the main ideas recorded in groups of three. Then, as an extension to the previous lesson on the “Chinese New Year” text , students should work on creating their OWN descriptive text: 

“Write an essay describing a country you would like to visit. List at three or four characteristics about the country and provide your reader with specific details and examples about each characteristic.” 

The teacher may assign time at the computer lab for research or provide a selection of informative texts like National Geographic to the students. In this way, students continue responding to their reading and synthesizing important details into broad yet distinct main ideas such as: geography, foods, languages, customs, and celebrations.  

Notes:
In order to enforce the Common Instructional Framework strategies, the teacher should use Literacy Groups in which the students work in groups of three to provide one finished product at the end of the period. Rather than assigning an individual summary to each student, the teacher allows students to collaborate and respond to a text in a more engaging activity. 
http://ncnewschools.org/uploads/resources/resource-common-instructional-framework.pdf 
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