	 (
Introducing a Focus Strategy Lesson Plan – Biography
)Date: 6th Six Weeks  
	Subject: English
	Grade: 7th

	TEKS: 7 (10) (A): Evaluate a summary of the original text for accuracy of the main ideas, supporting details, and overall meaning.
7 (10) (C) Use different organizational patterns as guides for summarizing and forming an overview of
different kinds of expository text;
19 (E) Summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order within a
text and across texts; and
ELPS: (C) (4)( I) Demonstrate English comprehension and expand reading skills by employing basic reading
skills such as demonstrating understanding of supporting ideas and details in text and graphic sources,
summarizing text, and distinguishing main idea from details commensurate with content area needs


	Lesson Objective(s): The Students will understand how to use descriptive text structure to help them successfully construct a summary. Students will use knowledge using a descriptive text.


	Strategy Focus: Determining Importance and Summarizing-focus on toolbox (Before reading activities, chunking the text, and text structures).

	Text: Helen Keller Biography. http://www.biography.com/people/helen-keller-9361967#related-video-gallery 
Additional Materials: Determining Importance Tools poster, Determining the Importance & Summarizing strategy poster, Elmo, to display graphic organizers
Scaffold:  Biography Text Organizer

	Vocabulary: biography, summarizing

	Before Reading 
 (5 mins.)
	Step 2 (Give the strategy a name): Yesterday we worked with a real-life example of determining importance and summarizing.  Today we are going to continue our focus on this strategy.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 3 (Define the strategy): We’ve talked about how hard it is to remember all of the details when we read informational text.  To help us, we need to determine importance and summarize.  In order to summarize, we need to identify the topic and main ideas, and then put that information together in our own words as briefly as we can.  When we do this, we understand and remember the text better.

Step 4 (Give students touchstones): Look at the Cognitive Strategy Routine poster for Determining Importance and Summarizing.  Remember, we want to find the important information, which is what the text is mostly about, and not just pay attention to what I find most interesting.  You’ll also know when I am determining importance because I will show you this hand signal.  All of my fingers are details, but I want to identify the most important or key information to remember.  My thumb indicates that I’ve found the most important information that will help me to form a main idea.  


Lesson Explanation:  Today we are going to read an expository passage.  To help us determine importance while reading, I’m going to show you some more tools from our tool box.  We will think about the text structure and how I can chunk the text in order to help me identify the main ideas.  As I do this, I will use the Descriptive Text Organizer.  It has guiding questions which will help me think about the topic, main ideas, and what to include in my summary.  Let’s begin our lesson by briefly previewing the text and text questions.

	
	Before Writing Behaviors: Scan the text and notice text features and structures: Think aloud modeling. 
Use background knowledge and make a prediction.  Engage students by asking: “What do you think the passage is about just by looking at the title?  What words are repeated throughout the text?  Can anyone make a prediction as to what you think it will be about?  What makes you predict this? Together, briefly scan the text questions.


	
	

	During Reading
(10-20 minutes.)
	Step 5 (Think aloud):
· Refer to Guiding Questions on the Descriptive Organizer. 
· Identify topic: Helen Keller 
· Stop after reading aloud paragraphs Younger Years. 
· These paragraphs provide me with information about __________________________. (Record details on organizer under “Important Details” in column 1
· [Record details here]
· Stop after reading aloud paragraphs Early Career.
· Record on organizer under Main Idea in column 1:
· [Record main idea here] 
· Stop after reading aloud paragraphs Becoming an Inventor.
· These paragraphs provide me with information about _________________________. [Record details here] 


Steps 6 (Engage Students Think-Turn-Talk):
· Stop after reading the text.   
· What are the important details in the passage?
·   Think-Turn-Talk.  Together, answer the following questions:

What obstacles did Helen face growing up?

Recording should resemble the following: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What accomplishments in her later life show Keller’s per severance?  (Share important details.  Record the important details and the main idea.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	After Reading
(5 minutes.)










After Reading (5 mins.)
	Check Comprehension Purpose Question:  (Small group discussion; share  with whole class)
Why are family traditions, customs, and values important?  How do sensory details create vivid images in a piece of writing?  How does a variety in sentence structure enhance the quality of your writing?

Strategy Use Discussion:
What did we do to determine the importance while reading?

	Other


	
Vocabulary Explanation
* Page ____, Paragraph ____, (word)
The definition for ________ is
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
 Possible answers:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
_______________
* Page ____, Paragraph ____, (word)
The definition for ________ is
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
 Possible answers:
_______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

* Page ____, Paragraph ____, (word)
The definition for ________ is
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
 Possible answers:
_______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

* Page ____, Paragraph ____, (word)
The definition for ________ is
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
 Possible answers:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Further Activities:
· Students will write the remainder of this story in pre-planned groups.  They will write their introductions on their own sheet of paper.  
· Once students have completed the writing and have added CPQ answers to their own copy of the graphic organizer, have the groups share out what they wrote.  


	Follow-up Lessons:
· Before reading , we would introduce the vocabulary words in a lesson using the TL I Vocabulary
Routine (six step process) and accompanying activities
· Stop after reading aloud paragraph ______.
o These paragraphs fit together because they talk about __________. (Think-aloud and record on organizer under important Details in column 3):
§ Record Details
· Stop after reading aloud 
o Record on organizer under main idea in column 3:
o Record Main Idea
Notes:
Teacher can use a variety of texts and media to brainstorm writing ideas with students before introducing a new essay.
See:
Expository Graphic Organizer
Never Give Up PowerPoint (contains further real-life examples students can use in their writing ) 



