	Date: October 18, 2014Introducing a Focus Strategy Lesson Plan Template

	Grade/Subject: 6th Grade/ELA

	
TEKS: Grades 6-8, Fig. 19(D) make inferences about text and use textual evidence to support understanding.
Fig. 19(B)(RC2),R . Ask literal, interpretive, evaluative and universal questions of text [Differentiate for advanced students].    CCRS: RA 4, 10

ELPS:(c)(4)(G): demonstrate comprehension of increasingly complex English by participating in shared reading, retelling or summarizing material, responding to questions, and taking notes commensurate with content area and grade level needs; (c)(4)(J) demonstrate English comprehension and expand reading skills by employing inferential skills, such as prediction, making connections between ideas, drawing inferences and conclusions from text and graphic sources, and finding supporting text evidence commensurate with content area needs;


	Lesson Objective(s): Students will use the strategy of Making Inferences and Predictions to enhance comprehension.

	Strategy Focus: Making Inferences and Predictions

	Text: Dreams Deferred by Langston Hughes
Additional Materials: MIP Strategy Poster, TTT round visual aids
Scaffold: Making Inferences Graphic Organizer, pre-selected groups of three for completion of graphic organizer

	Vocabulary:  deferred, fester

	Before Reading 
 (5 mins.)
	
Step 2 (Give the strategy a name): Today we are going to continue to practice using a strategy called Making Inferences and Predictions.
Step 3 (Define the strategy): When you make an inference, you use clues from the text and your background knowledge to understand what is taking place. Good readers make inferences while reading because it helps them to have a deeper understanding of the text.
Step 4 (Give students touchstones): Remember the detective on our poster. He is searching for clues in the text and using his background knowledge to make an inference. We made inferences yesterday when we figured out the owner of the backpack.
Lesson Explanation: Today we will read a short poem. As I read, I’m going to show you how good readers make inferences. If the author tells us the information directly, if it is right in the text and I can touch the words, then I am not making an inference (point to the Support Poster). But, sometimes, I figure things out on my own because the author doesn’t tell me the information directly. Instead, I use the clues in the text plus my background knowledge to make an inference (point to the Support Poster). To help me organize my thinking today, I will use this Making Inferences Graphic Organizer to demonstrate when I am making an inference and when I am not. We will read and reread the poem together. Then we will use the organizer to record our thinking.


	
	
Before Reading Behaviors:  This is a well-known poem called Dreams Deferred by Langston Hughes. It is told from the narrator’s perspective. The narrator, an African-American man lived in Harlem, after the Civil War (1902-1967), when prejudice still existed.



	
	
Comprehension Purpose Question: What message is the author, Langston Hughes, trying to convey to his audience with this poem? (state the CPQ for students and post)


	During Reading
(10-20 mins.)
	Step 5 (Think aloud):
 
Stop after stanza 3, after “AND THEN RUN?”
I already have information to help answer my CPQ. The author believes some dreams don’t come true (deferred). I know this because the first line says:  “What happens to a dream deferred?” I am not making an inference. 
I am, however, inferring that broken dreams create mixed feelings. I know from my background knowledge that not all dreams come true , I have an image in my head of sore festering.
I learned that the author asks questions, like line “Does it stink like rotten meat?” (reveal) in the middle of the poem because his dreams have not come true. My teacher asks questions to elicit different responses .
I am, however, inferring that all of us experience broken dreams.  

Dreams Deferred
By Langston Hughes

What happens to a dream deferred?

Does it dry up
Like a raison in the sun?

Or fester like a soar--
And then run?

Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over---.
Like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags
Like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?
                                                          
Steps 6 (Engage Students Think-Turn-Talk):

Reread the entire poem.  What message is the narrator conveying? What are you inferring? (TTT)
Answer to CPQ: The message is that our broken dreams create mixed feelings  .
Evidence:  “Or does it (what happens to a dream deferred)explode?.”
Background knowledge: Broken dreams create many emotions such as bittersweet moments,emptiness, and anger.  I know this because my mom had a broken dream when she divorced.  She said she was happy she had children from her marriage, but sad her marriage had ended.
Students will record their answers to the CPQ on their graphic organizer in groups.
Students will determine if the answers are direct or inferred and complete the graphic organizer as part of a class discussion.
Once the organizer has been completed, say “Let’s reread the entire poem one more time together”. Remember the CPQ ( teacher states the CPQ )and all the thinking we just tracked on our graphic organizer. What did we learn about Langston Hughes and his broken dreams?  Call on students to paraphrase our answer to the CPQ in their own words.
 

	After Reading
(5 mins.)










After Reading (5 mins.)
	Check Comprehension Purpose Question:

What message is the author, Langston Hughes, trying to convey to his audience with this poem?

General Comprehension Discussion: 

Why  do broken dreams create so many feelings? What are you inferring? (TTT)

Strategy Use Discussion:
As we read Dream Deferred, we shared some inferences. How did making inferences help you better understand this poem?





	Other


	Vocabulary Explanation:
deferred: postpone, delay (verb)
Directly teach this word prior to reading the text following the vocabulary routine.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]fester: to become infected, spoiled (verb)
Directly teach this word prior to reading the text.














	Follow-up Lessons:
This poem can be read to examine literary devices such as similes.
Students may also read and analyze “Dreams” by Langston Hughes. 


Notes:  Example of simile:  like a raisin in the sun.



                                 ©2014 Texas Education Agency / The University of Texas System

