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Strategy Focus Lesson Plan Sample
 Template
: DIS
)Date: 
	Grade/Subject:  8th grade/ELA

	TEKS: 8 Fig. 19 E: summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize text in ways that maintain meaning and logical order within a text and across texts
ELPS: demonstrate English comprehension and expand reading skills by employing basic reading skills such as demonstrating understanding of supporting ideas and details in text and graphic sources, summarizing text, and distinguishing main ideas from details commensurate with content area needs.

	Lesson Objective(s): The students will determine the importance of information in a chunked text and formulate main idea statements. Students will then construct a summary based on the main idea statements.

	Strategy Focus: Determining Importance and Summarizing/Anchor Lesson (Step 1)
Part 1: “Before Reading” Activities, determine important details

	Text: Fire and Ice 
Additional Materials: Determining Importance Toolbox Poster, Summary Poster (from Cognitive Strategies packet), document camera
Scaffold: graphic organizer, guiding questions on colored paper laminated, CPQ 

	Vocabulary: screech, spew, visibility, ridge, exert, dormancy, spectacle

	Before Reading - FOCUS
 (5 mins.)
	Step 2 (Give the strategy a name): 
Today we are going to learn a strategy called Determining Importance and Summarizing.
Step 3 (Define the strategy): 
Think back of the story about the babysitter who lost Alex. He came up with a long list of things he wanted to tell the cop to find his brother. But only some of the information was important and had to be shared with the police. This story helped us to realize that focusing on the most important details and summarizing the most important information make it easier for us to understand an informational text. We also found out that in order to summarize a text, we have to determine the topic and the main ideas, and then write the main ideas in our own words. The main ideas we create will later help us write a good summary of the text.
Step 4 (Give students touchstones):
Look at the poster on the board. It reminds us that we are looking for the most important information.  Only the most important information can be part of our summary that we will later create. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lesson Explanation:  Today, we are going to practice determining importance and summarizing by reading a short expository text. We are going to use the tools provided on our DIS Toolbox poster before and during reading.  During reading we are going to pay close attention to the structure of the text and chunk the text to keep track of the main ideas. We will use a descriptive text organizer to record the main ideas and finally create a summary for the passage. So let’s start by previewing the text.


	
	Before Reading Behaviors:
· Scan text and text features (title, map)
· Activate students’ background knowledge.  What could this passage be about? What led you to this prediction? (Fire and ice is a contradiction, the map talks about plates and I know from my background knowledge that plate shifts cause earthquakes; I saw the words volcano and eruption several times when I scanned the text, so I am making a prediction that the passage is about a volcano erupting. What do you already know about volcanic eruptions?
· Set a purpose for reading: Since I am predicting that the text is about a volcano eruption, I am wondering what happened during the eruption and what damages were caused by the eruption.
· Scan questions.




	
	Comprehension Purpose Question: 
What were the effects of the volcano’s  eruption?

	During Reading - INSTRUCTION/ASSESSMENT
(10-20 mins.)
	Step 5 (Think aloud):
· Refer to Guiding Questions on colored paper.
· Identify topic (volcano eruption) and write it in the topic box on the graphic organizer.
· Read first paragraph. SAY “This paragraph talks about air planes in Europe that could not fly anymore because a volcano erupted in Iceland. It also tells me that that there was so much ash in the air that you couldn’t see anything anymore; because of this low visibility the planes had to stay on the ground. According to the paragraph, the Roman god Vulcan made the volcano erupt)
Record on graphic organizer. Then decide which statements are really important; cross out the unimportant statements from the paragraph and formulate a main idea.)
Main Idea Statement: The eruption of a volcano in Iceland in 2010 brought air traffic in Europe to a complete stop.
· Read paragraphs2 
· Think aloud: Paragraph 2 talks about what causes a volcano to erupt. The paragraph tells me that Iceland sits atop an underwater mountain range. This mountain range is also the line where two tectonic plates meet. These plates are like puzzle pieces that don’t quite fit together. They put a lot of pressure on each other and sometimes they slip and cause an earthquake. Other times there are little gaps in between them and hot magma from the Earth’s center can push through and cause volcanic eruptions. 
· Record in Important Details box: 
· Iceland sits atop underwater mountain range.
· Mountain range is also where two tectonic plates meet
· Tectonic plates are like puzzle pieces that don’t quite fit together.
· They push against each other with a lot of pressure and when they slip, they cause an earthquake.
· When there are little cracks, hot magma from the Earth’s center can push up and cause a volcanic eruption.
· Scratch out details that you don’t need.
· Record on graphic organizer under Main Idea:
· Iceland is located in an area where two tectonic plates meet. Because these plates do not fit together perfectly, hot magma from the Earth’s center pushed its way up and caused the eruption. 

Steps 6 (Engage Students Think-Turn-Talk):
· Read paragraph 3.
· Think Turn Talk: How are the important events in paragraph 3 organized? (chronological order, signal words are dates, the following days, next, finally)
· Ask students to share what they discussed with their partner.
· Weeks before the eruption there was a huge red cloud.
· Then fountains of fire came out of the volcano.
· Next lava started flowing down the mountain.
· The actual explosion sent fire and ash miles high in the sky and planes could not fly anymore.
· SAY: Let’s decide which of the information you recorded is important and what we can actually cross out. It looks like we can combine the first three items in one and call it pre-eruption activity. 
· Main idea statement: After several weeks of activity, the volcano erupted on April 14; the smoke and ashes following the eruption kept the airplanes on the ground.
· Read paragraph 4.
SAY: This paragraph tells us that there were also good things that came out of the whole event. Many tourists came to Iceland to visit the volcano which was good for the economy. Also, it taught people a science lesson, where the lab was the Earth itself.
Record in Important Details box:





     







	After Reading - ASSESSMENT
(5 mins.)










After Reading (5 mins.)
	· Eruption bad for airlines 
· Eruption was good for the economy because it brought many tourists to Iceland.
· It taught people much about science, where the Earth itself functioned as a lab.

               Main Idea Statement: While the eruption created a huge problem for the airlines, it helped out 
               Iceland’s economy by bringing in many tourists to witness this extraordinary natural event.

Create a summary out of main idea statements. Tell students that the summary does not have to present the main idea statements in chronological order. It is important that it flows and that all the important ideas are incorporated. There is not really a “beginning – middle- end” pattern in STAAR answer choices for summary questions, which often confuses students because they are so used to it.

Check Comprehension Purpose Question:
What were the effects of the volcano’s eruption?

General Comprehension Discussion:
What did you learn about the cause of a volcanic eruption?
What did the scientist in paragraph 4 mean when he said, “It’s a laboratory exercise … and the lab is Earth itself.”?

Strategy Use Discussion:
How did the strategy of Determining Importance and Summarizing help us understand the text better?

Vocabulary Follow-up:
screech: a loud shrill noise
spew: to flow out in a fast and forceful way
visibility: how far you are able to see (for example in bad weather)
ridge: a long area that is on top of a mountain
exert pressure: put pressure
dormancy: not active, not doing anything
spectacle: something that gets people’s attention because it is unusual or even shocking





	Follow-up Lessons: Practice how to determine importance using the DIS Toolbox with another passage. 


Notes:
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